


 
LOSS OF ONE LIFE WHILE RECREATIONALLY DIVING FROM THE SMALL 

PASSENGER VESSEL H2O BELOW (O.N. 1136903) AT THE USS ORISKANY WRECK 
DIVE SITE 24 NAUTICAL MILES SOUTHEAST OF PENSACOLA, FLORIDA  

ON JUNE 1, 2020 

ACTION BY THE COMMANDANT 
 

The record and the report of investigation completed for this marine casualty have been reviewed 
by the Office of Investigations & Casualty Analysis. The record and the report, including the 
findings of fact, analyses, and conclusions are approved. This marine casualty investigation is 
closed. 

                                                           E. B. SAMMS 
                                                     Captain, U.S. Coast Guard 
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COMMERCIAL DIVE VESSEL H2O BELOW (O.N. 1136903), PASSENGER LOSS OF 
LIFE AT USS ORISKANY WRECK 24 NM SOUTHEAST OF PENSACOLA, FL ON 

JUNE 1, 2020 
 

ENDORSEMENT BY THE COMMANDER, 
COAST GUARD HEARTLAND DISTRICT 

 
 
The record and the report of the investigation convened for the subject casualty have been 
reviewed. The record and the report, including the findings of fact, analysis, conclusions, and 
recommendations are approved. It is recommended that this marine casualty investigation be 
closed.   
 
 

COMMENTS ON THE REPORT 
 
 
1. I extend my deepest condolences to the family and friends of the diver who lost his life in this 
tragic accident.  
 
2. Due to the age of this investigation, key evidence, such as the Nitrox and/or Air tanks, was 
unavailable. The Coast Guard is unable to rule out equipment failure or nitrogen narcosis as 
potential causal factors in this investigation. 
 
3. The investigation and report contain valuable information which can be used to address the 
factors that contributed to this marine casualty and prevent similar incidents from occurring in 
the future. 
 
 
 
 

J. B. WHEELER 
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard 
Chief of Prevention 
Coast Guard Heartland District 
By Direction 






























